
Contemporary 



2                                                                          Contemporary 

 

 Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Contemporary Worship 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 5, 2021 

 
Prepare 

 

Welcome to all who gather to worship the LORD this day! “Blessed be the 
Lord God [who] has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them”.  We gather for 
worship as the redeemed of the Lord. Welcome. 
  
Please sign your name in the Attendance pad at the end of the pew. If you are a guest, 
please take one of the visitor bags at the Welcome Center counter at the front entrance.   
 

As We Gather 
Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, 
decorate, make plans to gather with family, and some will brace for 
the pain of grief that can be so difficult this time of year. In the middle 
of all our preparing, today the voice of John the Baptist rings out, 
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we are 
doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping 

with repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God, seeking 
His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This leads to bearing the 
fruit of the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of generosity and contentment. What fruit is 
God calling you to bear as you prepare for Christmas? 
 
Welcome 
 
Memory Verse of the Month: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

Opening Song 
 

LORD, REIGN IN ME 
Over all the earth You reign on high. 
Every mountain stream, Every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
Is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

Chorus: Lord reign in me. 
Reign in Your power, 
Over all my dreams, 
In my darkest hour. 
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‘Cause You are the Lord 
of all I am, 
So won’t You reign in me again? 
 

Over every thought, Over every word, 
May my life reflect The beauty of my Lord. 
‘Cause You mean more to me Than any earthly thing, 
So won’t You reign in me again?  Chorus 
 

Over all the earth You reign on high. 
Every mountain stream, every sunset sky.  Chorus 
 

By Brenton Brown CCLI #806791 © 1998 Vineyard songs 

 
Invocation  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Two Advent candles are lit. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all 
the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect 
Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 66:1–10; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 
 

Pastor: The voice of one crying in the wilderness says,  
People: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” 
 

Pastor: You have brought us out to a place of abundance. 
People: Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
 

Pastor: sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 
People: Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! 
 So great is Your power that Your enemies come cringing to You. 
 

Pastor: All the earth worships You and sings praises to You;  
 they sing praises to Your name.” 
People: Come and see what God has done: 

He is awesome in His deeds toward the children of man. 

 

Pastor: He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. 
People: There did we rejoice in Him, who rules by His might forever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the nations— let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 
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Pastor: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, 
People: who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 
                                     

Pastor: The voice of one crying in the wilderness says,  
People: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 

Song of Praise 
 

FOREVER 
Give thanks to the Lord our God and King, 
His love endures forever 
For He is good He is above all things, 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm, 
His love endures forever 
For the life that’s been reborn, 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise 
 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 
Forever God is with us, forever, and ever, forever 
 

From the rising to the setting sun, 
His love endures forever 
By the Grace of God we will carry on, 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise 
 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 
Forever God is with us, forever, and ever,  Repeat 
Forever 
 

His love endures forever, His love endures forever 
His love endures forever, His love endures forever 
 

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise 
 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 
Forever God is with us, forever, and ever,  Repeat 
Forever 
 

By Chris Tomlin & M. W. Smith   CCLI #806791© 2001 Worship Together.com songs / EMI Christian 
Music Publishing 



                              Contemporary                                                                      5 

 

                                                    
 
Old Testament: Malachi 3:1–7b  (Malachi declares the coming of a messenger, which 
      would be fulfilled in John the Baptist.) 
 
Epistle: Philippians 1:2–11 (Paul encourages that the Church be filled with the fruit of  
                                                 righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ.) 
Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1–14 (15–20) (John the Baptist urges everyone to repent, and  
                                                              he points to Jesus.) 
 

Theme Song 
 

ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY  #344 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there.  
 

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.  
 

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.  
 

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore.  
 

Public domain Created by LSB © 2006 CPH. 

 
Sermon:  “Return to the Lord—God’s Timeless Call” by Pastor Malme 
 
Apostles’ Creed   
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
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Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Offerings: “Coins for Christ” is an important part of the Mission funding at Pilgrim.  
Through this program all loose coins in the offering plate are donated to a mission pro-
ject. During December, “Coins for Christ” is supporting Concordia Seminary, St Louis.                                                                            
 

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member 
of Pilgrim Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it 
along.  Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 
 

Offering Song 
 

YOUR GREAT NAME 
Lost are saved find their way 
At the sound of Your great name 
All condemned feel no shame 
At the sound of Your great name 
Every fear has no place 
At the sound of Your great name 
The enemy he has to leave 
At the sound of Your great name. 
 

Chorus: Jesus worthy is the Lamb 
That was slain for us the son of God and man 
You are high and lifted up and all the world will praise 
Your great name 
 

All the weak find their strength 
At the sound of Your great name 
Hungry souls receive grace 
At the sound of Your great name 
The fatherless they find their rest 
At the sound of Your great name 
The sick are healed and the dead are raised 
At the sound of Your great name.  Chorus 
 

Redeemer, My Healer, Lord Almighty 
My Savior, Defender, You are my King   Repeat 2x, then Chorus 2x 
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 The Sacrament of the Altar  
 

Prayer of Preparation and Lord’s Prayer 
    

People: Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Peace of the LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Communion Songs 
 

O COME TO THE ALTAR 
Are you hurting and broken within 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 
Jesus is calling 
 

Chorus: O come to the altar 
The Father’s arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there’s no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling  Chorus 2x 
 

Oh what a Savior  Isn’t He wonderful 
Sing alleluia, Christ is born 
Bow down before Him  For He is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia, Christ is born  Repeat, then Chorus 2x 
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found 
 

Elevation Worship  CCLI #806791 
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REFINER’S FIRE 
Purify my heart, let me be as gold 
And precious silver; 
Purify my heart, let me be as gold, pure gold. 
 

Chorus:  Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire 
Is to be holy, 
Set apart for You, Lord 
I choose to be holy, 
Set apart for You, my Master 
Ready to do Your will. 
 

Purify my heart, cleanse me from within 
And make me holy; 
Purify my heart, cleanse me from my sin deep within.  Chorus 2x 
 

Ready to do Your will. 
 

By Brian Doerksen CCLI # 806791 © 1990 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’s body and blood. Prepare 
our hearts by this great gift to love You and to serve our neighbor; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Closing Song 
 

HOW MANY KINGS 
Follow the star to a place unexpected,  
Would you believe, after all we’ve projected A child in a manger?  
Lowly and small, the weakest of all  Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his mother’s shawl-  
Just a child. Is this who we’ve waited for?  
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Chorus: How many kings step down from their thrones?  
How many lords have abandoned their homes?  
How many greats have become the least for me?  
And how many gods have poured out their hearts  
To romance a world that is torn all apart  
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
 

Bringing our gifts for the newborn Savior  
All that we have, whether costly or meek Because we believe  
Gold for his honor, and frankincense for his pleasure  
And myrrh for the cross he will suffer  
Do you believe? Is this who we’ve waited for?  Chorus  
 

Only one did that for me!  
All for me…all for you…  
All for me…all for you…  
All for me…all for you…   Chorus  
 

Only one did that for me!  
 

by Downhere  

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper and confess that we receive not only bread and wine, but 
also the true Body and Blood of Christ, for the forgiveness of sins and are united intimately 
with Him and each other in a holy faith fellowship. 
 
Because of our concern for all who receive the Sacrament here (1 Cor. 11:27-30) and since 
receiving the Supper is also a confession of faith (1 Cor. 10:16-17), any who are not 
instructed, in doubt, or have not communed here before are requested to talk with a pastor 
before communing. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available for those in 
need; please discuss this with the pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar and would 
like to receive communion in the pew, please inform an usher.  

Prayer Ministry is available for you immediately  

following today’s service in the front of church.  

  
 



Malachi 3:1-7b 
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare 
the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is com-
ing, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he ap-
pears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' 
soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the Lord. 4 Then the offering of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 
the days of old and as in former years. 
5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adul-
terers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow 
and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
6 “For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O 
children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7 From the days 
of your fathers you have turned aside from my stat-
utes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 
return to you, says the Lord of hosts. 
 
Philippians 1:2-11 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 
4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am 
sure of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, be-
cause I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers 
with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is 
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection 
of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is ex-
cellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 
 
Luke 3: 1-14 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip te-

trarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priest-
hood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And 
he went into all the region around the Jordan, pro-
claiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be 
baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in 
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we 
do?” 11 And he answered them, “Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoev-
er has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also 
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no 
more than you are authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also 
asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or by false accusation, and be content with your wag-
es.” 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
18 So with many other exhortations he preached good 
news to the people. 19 But Herod the tetrarch, who had 
been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, 
and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 
20 added this to them all, that he locked up John in 
prison. 


